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Susanne Klien is Professor at the Modern Japanese Studies Program,
Hokkaido University. She works at the intersection of anthropology,
mobility studies and Japanese Studies. Her research interests are urban
to rural lifestyle migration, transnational lifestyle migration, subjective
well-being, precarity, demographic change, post-growth, regional
revitalisation and tourism. Her monograph “Urban migrants in rural
Japan: between agency and anomie in a post-growth society” (State
University of New York Press 2020) was awarded the 2020 Choice
Outstanding Academic Title. 
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DISCUSSANTS 

Tereza Freidingerová is a researcher at the Faculty of Social Sciences,
Charles University, and serves as a migration analyst with the NGO
People in Need. She holds a PhD in social geography and regional
development from Charles University. Her current research centers on
the Vietnamese diaspora in Czechia, with a particular focus on
Vietnamese settlement in rural areas. Freidingerová’s work explores the
translocal and transnational practices and networks of the Vietnamese
community within the context of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE),
contributing to a deeper understanding of migration dynamics and
integration patterns in this region. 
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Sudarat Musikawong is Associate Professor of Sociology with the
Institute for Population and Social Research at Mahidol University in
Thailand. She positions her investigations within political sociology and
ethnographic research. Her publications include with Johanna Lee and
Kimberly Rogovin, “Discrimination during COVID-19: assessing migrant
workers’ vulnerability to forced labor in Thailand’s seafood industry,”
Asian and Pacific Migration Journal (June 2024). She is working on a
book manuscript - “Precarious rights: trafficking in migrant workers
lives”, based on fieldwork about Southeast Asian migrant worker justice
in the Thailand, South Korea, USA, and Taiwan. 
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Itaru Nagasaka is a Professor of cultural anthropology of Hiroshima
university, Japan. He has conducted anthropological fieldwork on
Filipino transnational migration. His recent research projects include:
“Reconfigurations and resilience of Filipino migrant workers under
the pandemic”; “Care, mobilities and reconfiguration of intimate
circles in Southeast Asia”. 
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Simeng Wang is a Permanent Research Fellow at The French National
Center for Scientific Research (CNRS). She publishes extensively on
Chinese migration to France and to Europe, including the edited Special
Issue "Chinese migration to and within Europe: between continuity and
renewal” (Journal of Chinese Overseas, 2023) and “Handbook of
Chinese Migration to Europe” (forthcoming, 2024). She is the scientific
curator of the Exhibition “East and Southeast Asian migration to France
since 1860” held at the French National Museum of Immigration History
(Paris, 2023-2024). She is also the founder and coordinator of the
research network on East and South-East Asian Migrations in France.
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Dr. Anjum Shabbir

Anjum Shabbir is an independent researcher in EU law. She was AspirE’s
main EU migration law and policy analyst as a representative for the
Brussels-based Centre for European Policy Studies. In that role, she
wrote an EU-level report “Humanising EU migration: the transitioning of
statuses in EU regular and labour migration law”, and Policy Brief “A
critical appraisal of the EU’s regular migration system”. She also worked
on Justice and Home Affairs aspects of EU law during her time at
information platform EU Law Live, at the Court of Justice of the
European Union, and at NGOs such as the AIRE Centre in London.
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